6.6 Entomology of the elements and chemical symbols
By becoming knowledgeable about the origin of scientific names we can help to remove some of the mystery and/or confusion which they often create in the minds of our students.
As such, we feel it important to compile a list of the origin of scientific terms as we come across them.

Why is Na used for sodium? 

The Latin for sodium is Natrium, hence Na for the symbol.  

Nnatron is a mineral (hydrated sodium carbonate). 
Natrium is 'chemists' latin' meaning 'from natron' - presumably natron was the mineral from which sodium was first extracted.  

Why K for potassium?

It comes from the Latin Kalium, from an Arabic word qali meaning alkali! 

Why Ag for silver?

Argyros is greek (or latin?) for silver.
Why Hg for mercury?

It comes from the Greek name for mercury Hydrargyrum, derived from "hydor" (water) and argyros meaning silver, hence Ag!!!

Why aluminium?

Aluminium, meaning 'from alum'.
Lepton (light particle)

Hadron (strong particle)

 There are plenty more, mostly with Latin and Greek roots.

1

